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In a Dream was written for vocal quartet Anchorae.

The first performance was given by them
in St John on the Wall, Bristol
on the 7th of December 2019.



TEXT

I- MARY’'S HAND

Sleep, baby, sleep! The Mother sings:
Heaven’s angels kneel and fold their wings.
Sleep, baby, sleep!

With swathes of scented hay Thy bed
By Mary’s hand at eve was spread.
Sleep, baby, sleep!

Thou who liest slumbering there,

Art King of Kings, earth, ocean,
air. Sleep, baby, sleep!

Sleep, baby, sleep! The shepherds sing:

Through heaven, through earth, hosannas ring.

Sleep, baby, sleep!

IT-IN A DREAM

In a dream late as I lay,
Methought I heard a maiden say
And speak these words (so) mild:
"My little son, with thee I play,
And come," she san," by, lullaby."
Thus rocked she her child.
By-by, lullaby, by-by, lullaby,
Rocked I my child;
By-by.

Then marvelled I right sore of this:
A maid to have a child ywis.
"By-by, lullaby."
Thus rocked she her child.
By-by, lullaby, by-by, lullaby,
Rocked I my child;
By-by, by-by, by-by, lullaby,
Rocked I my child.

III - SLEEP AND BE NOW STILL

Lullay, my child, and weep no more,
Sleep and be now still;
The King of bliss thy Father is,
As it was His will."

This endernight I saw a sight,
A maid a cradle keep,
And ever she sang and said among,
"Lullay, my child and sleep."

"I may not sleep, but I may weep,
I am wo woebegone;
Sleep I would, but I am cold,
And clothes I have none."

Methought I heard, the Child answered,
And to His mother He said,
"My mother, what do I here?
In crib why am I laid?

"T was born and laid beforn,
Beastes, both ox and ass;
My mother mild, I am thy child,
But He my father was.

"Adam's gilt this man had spilt,
That sin grieveth me sore;
Man, for thee here shall I be
Thirty winter and more.

Adam, ywis this death it is,
For thee and many mo."
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